HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RRF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING NOVEMBER 7, 2017
SALT LAKE CITY, UT
Meeting was called to order at 0830
Present:
Directors: Travis Booms, Brian Washburn, Lucia Severinghaus, Jeep Pagel, Rob Bierregaard, Torgeir Nygård,
Juan Manuel Grande (for various periods via Skype), Jennifer Coulson (via Skype)
Officers: Miguel Saggese (President), Jim Bednarz (Vice President), Jessi Brown (Treasurer), Joan Morrison
(Secretary), Libby Mojica (President Elect), Clint Boal (Past President; present in afternoon)
Committee Chairs and Editors: Cheryl Dykstra (JRR), Megan Judkins (Website), Lloyd Kiff (Nominations), Jerry
Niemi and Dan Varland (Conferences; present in afternoon); Gary Santolo (Awards, present in afternoon)
Others: Ambar Vázquez Heijnen (RRF member from Mexico)
Absent – Directors James Dwyer, Jemima Parry-Jones, Fabrizio Sergio, Munir Virani
Treasurer’s report – Jessi Brown
RRF’s endowment has done well over the past year, partly due to growth and partly to a transfer from our
checking account to the endowment. We made a good profit from the 2016 Cape May conference.
Editor’s report - Cheryl Dykstra
Revenue from BioOne continues to be substantial. The recent issue of JRR focused on the Golden Eagle was
Open Access upon publication, which resulted in a lot of publicity for JRR.
Upcoming will be a format change for the literature cited section in published JRR manuscripts. This change
will improve the appearance of the journal. Also, JRR’s literature cited sections will be more in line with
those of Auk and Condor.
Joan Clark, JRR’s long-time proof reader is retiring and Ruthe Smith will be the Journal’s new proof reader.
MOTION that Cheryl explore and implement options for offering Open Access to not more than 50% of any
one volume of JRR, for a fee of $1250 for RRF members and $1500 per article for non-members. Any author
can be an RRF member to get the reduced Open Access fee.
Vote –7 for, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
MOTION to support Cheryl’s recommendation to use a new typesetting format for the Journal, beginning in
2018. This change would only represent a change in appearance of the Journal, with no effect on quality or
content.
Vote – 3 For, 4 Against MOTION FAILED mainly because of concerns about cost of this change.
Report from the Nominations Committee – Lloyd Kiff
Lloyd and his committee presented an excellent slate of nominees for open positions this year. He has
organized committee materials and provided detailed information about the committee’s task and function.
Results of 2017 Election:
Todd Katzner was elected as North American Director #3
Oliver Krone was elected Eurasian director
Rob Bierregaard and Jennifer Coulson were reelected for their positions as Director at Large #3 and
Director at Large #6, respectively.
MOTION that no member of the Nominations Committee can run for any open position.
Vote – 7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
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Report from the Conference Committee – Dan Varland
The 2018 RRF Conference will be held at Skukuza, Kruger National Park, South Africa. The 2020 Conference
will be held in Boise, ID jointly with the Neotropical Raptor Network. Planning for the 2019 and future
conferences is ongoing.
Items requiring a vote
Proposal to accept Megan Judkins as the new Website Committee Chair
Vote: 7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
Proposal to include a category for early career professionals in RRF’s membership structure. The
designation of early career professional would apply for the first 3 years post-graduation.
MOTION to adopt changes to membership structure for 2018, with $30 for students, $30 for early career
professionals, and for the 2019 membership cycle, with $25 for students and $30 for early career
professionals.
Vote – 7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED.
Proposal that RRF expand its training offerings to Raptor Researchers in N. America
MOTION to determine whether the Board is interested in a few members further exploring possibilities for
RRF to provide specialized training to future raptor biologists seeking training in relevant skills.
Vote –7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
Proposal establishing guidelines for use of Travel Assistance Funds for International Directors
MOTION to accept proposed guidelines as amended by President Miguel Saggese. These funds are to be
used to support International Directors (from any other country except USA, Canada and Mexico) planning to
attend RRF annual Board meetings and conferences being held in North America. Directors wishing to use
these funds should submit their request no later than 3 months before the first day of the meeting.
Vote – 7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
Additional Topics of Discussion
Charitable giving program
MOTION to acknowledge people who give planned gifts, in memoriam, in the Journal rather than give them
a lifetime membership.
Vote – 8 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
Strategic Plan
MOTION to postpone the strategic planning effort, and instead focus on increasing membership and wait for
at least a year until the Board can have a facilitated (bring in a professional facilitator) discussion on strategic
planning.
VOTE – 2 For, 6 Against MOTION FAILED. As a result, Miguel Saggese, with help from an ad hoc committee
will continue with this planning effort.
Budget 2018
MOTION –to table discussion of the line item in the proposed 2018 budget that addresses Directors Travel
Funds until further guidelines for distribution of these funds are available
Vote – 6 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstain MOTION PASSED
MOTION –to accept proposed 2018 budget
Vote – 7 For, 0 Against MOTION PASSED
MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 5:46 PM
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Respectfully submitted

Joan Morrison, Secretary
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