
Raptor Research and Management Techniques is the cul-
mination of more than four years of hard work by a large
number of individuals and organizations. Without their
expertise the book would not have been possible. Almost
all participants worked as volunteers on this project. We
thank them all for helping us bring this volume—which
represents the discipline’s communal knowledge on the
subject—to fruition.

We particularly are indebted to four organizations, an
optics company, and a publishing house, all of which
directly and indirectly helped us achieve our goals. The
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) was the driving
force behind the predecessor of this work. NWF’s Raptor
Information Center conceived and published the widely
acclaimed Raptor Management Techniques Manual,
which forms the foundation upon which Raptor Research
and Management Techniques was written and edited.
NWF’s willingness to allow us to use this seminal work
as the basis for our own work was critical to initiating the
project. The Raptor Research Foundation (RRF) provid-
ed the editors with the authority to use its good name
when soliciting authors for the project, and acts as the
work’s principal sponsor. The Department of Natural
Resource Sciences of McGill University and Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary provided the editors and the assis-
tant editors of this work the time and logistic support
needed to prepare it for the publishing house. Swarovski
Optics provided the editors with a generous grant to help
defer travel costs incurred in soliciting authors, reporting
to RRF, and meeting together when necessary to com-
plete the project. Hancock House Publishers Ltd. was
willing to work with the editors in producing a world-
class presentation of the finished product. We thank all of
these organizations and companies for their stalwart sup-
port and patience.

In addition to those mentioned above, a number of
individuals worked overtime to ensure a well-written
document. We thank all of the authors and co-authors of
the work who took time from their professional and per-
sonal lives to, in some cases, meet deadlines, and in all
cases, provide us with the essential text of the work. Adri-
an Aebischer, Nigel Barton, Rob Bennetts, Pete Bloom,
Patricia Bright, Dale Clayton, Chris Farmer, Michael Fry,
Lynda Gibbons, Laurie Goodrich, Carole Griffiths, Nigel
Harcourt-Brown, Mike Hart, Elwood Hill, Grainger
Hunt, Ron Jackman, Erkki Korpimaki, Brian Latta, Tim-
othy Meehan, Mark Pokras, Alexandre Roulin, Karen
Steenhof, William Stout, Russell Thorstrom, Michael
Wallace, and Robert Zink served as technical referees for
one or more of the chapters. Assistant editors, David Bar-
ber and Andrea Zimmerman, served admirably, both as
copy editors and as content editors on the project. Kristen
Naimoli and Michele Pilzer read and commented upon
most of the chapters. Mike Wallace and Greg Septon are
thanked for providing photographic material for the
cover. Lindsay Zemba helped proof the page galleys.
David Hancock, Theresa Laviolette, and Ingrid Luters at
Hancock House shepherded our manuscript through to
publication. Finally, we thank our family, friends, and
loved ones for putting up with our distractions during the
editorial process.

That said, we apologize in advance, first for any
errors that have crept into the work, and second, to any-
one who helped on the project, but whose efforts we have
overlooked above.
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