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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
Friends and Colleagues, 
 
I am thrilled by the success of our conference in Kruger National Park last November.  We hosted 
275 delegates from 41 countries, a new record in cultural and research diversity for the foundation. 
For comparison, our North American meetings on average attract delegates from 10 countries and 
our last non-North American meeting in Argentina hosted 26 countries.  From an outreach 
perspective, RRF succeeded in meeting our mission to “stimulate the dissemination of information 
concerning raptorial birds among interested persons worldwide.” A big thank you to our 
conference hosts Andre Botha and Hanneline Smit Robinson, and their staff and volunteers at the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust and BirdLife South Africa.  Dan Varland, Gerald Niemi, and Beth 
Wommack worked tirelessly with our hosts and conference planners at africaMassive to pull off 
this event.  This was our 8th year of skills-based workshops at the conference and we had our 
largest attendance yet thanks to the organizing efforts of Travis Booms.  Joe Eisaguirre and Chris 
Vennum provided an ECRR networking event and free lodging in Kruger for 40 students and early 
career professionals.  We look forward to building a stronger RRF membership base through the 
connections we made during the conference.  
 
Our Board of Directors is moving forward on three major efforts this year.  The Board voted to 
increase the monetary value for award and grants supported by the Memorial Endowment Fund, 
doubling the amounts in most cases.  In addition to the 
funding increase, the Board voted to encourage publication 
of the funded research by providing waived page charges 
in the Journal of Raptor Research for a paper produced 
from the project.  I want to thank Jennifer Coulson and Sofi 
Hindmarch for leading this effort on the Award Committee.  
Second, the Bylaws Committee finalized their revisions to 
our bylaws document and the Board voted to approve the 
revisions.  The membership will vote to approve these 
changes in conjunction with our elections this year (read 
more detail in this newsletter).  The third effort from our 
Board is a strategic plan led by Miguel Saggese, Munir 
Virani, Jennifer Coulson, Todd Katzner, and Oliver Krone. 
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We should have an update for the RRF membership on the plan during the November conference in 
Fort Collins, CO this upcoming November.  
 
Lastly, I want to give a special thanks to the members of the Leslie Brown Memorial Grant 
Committee.  Jeff Lincer is retiring after serving as chair of this grant committee for ~30 years. He 
has done an excellent job promoting the grant within the African raptor community and RRF and 
organizing volunteers to review grant applications.  Also retiring from the Brown Committee are 
Alan Kemp and Dick Clark both long time volunteers for RRF.  If you are interested in volunteering 
to serve on the Brown Committee, please contact our Award Committee Chair Sofi Hindmarch.  As 
always, I’m glad to discuss suggestions or concerns about the foundation with members. Please 
send me an email president@raptorresearchfoundation.org. 
 
Best, 
 
Libby Mojica 
RRF President 
 
 
 
 

RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC 
(Founded in 1966) 

 
OFFICERS 

           President:  Libby Mojica  Secretary:  Joan Morrison 
  Vice-president:  James Bednarz  Treasurer:  Jessi Brown 
                     Past Presidents:  Miguel Saggese, Clint Boal 
 

DIRECTORS  
Eurasian:  Oliver Krone     At Large #1:  Juan Manuel Grande 
Southern Hemisphere:  Munir Virani   At Large #2:  Travis Booms 
At Large Outside North America:  Jemima Parry-Jones At Large #3:  Rob Bierregaard 
North America #1:  Joel (Jeep) Pagel   At Large #4:  Lucia Liu Severinghaus 
North America #2:  Cindy Kemper    At Large #5:  Lisa Takats Priestley 
North America #3:  Todd Katzner    At Large #6:  Jennifer Coulson 
 

EDITORS 
   Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Raptor Research:  Cheryl Dykstra 
                               Editor, Wingspan:  Brian Washburn 
    Website Coordinator:  Megan Judkins 
 
For more information about the Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. (founded in 1966), please visit 
the RRF website at: http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/. 



Wingspan 28(1)                                                                                            March 2019 
 
 

- 3 - 
 

Persons interested in birds of prey are invited to join the Raptor Research Foundation (RRF).  
Wingspan is emailed twice each year to all members of RRF and is available on the RRF website.  
Members also receive The Journal of Raptor Research (ISSN 0892-1016), which is published 
quarterly.  For membership and subscription information, please contact:  Ornithological 
Societies of North America, 1400 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL  60546, USA; 1-312-883-
4670 (phone); OSNAmembers@gmail.com (email);  http://www.osnabirds.org (web). 

 
Editor’s Note  –  Thanks to the following contributors for this issue of the Wingspan:  Karla Bloem, 
Clint Boal, Tsaone Goikantswemang, Sofi Hindmarch, Erin Katzner, Jody Millar, Libby Mojica, 
Jemima Parry-Jones, and Dan Varland.   
 
Wingspan welcomes contributions from RRF members and others interested in raptor biology and 
management.  Please submit contributions via email to Brian Washburn, Wingspan Editor, at 
rrfwingspan@gmail.com.  For long contributions, please send as a MS Word attachment.  If you 
are submitting photos, please include them within the MS Word document with a caption and 
photo credit.   
All issues of Wingspan and content guidelines are available at:  
http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/wingspan-newsletter/online-
newsletters-pdfs 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Conferences 
 

 
2019 Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5‒10 November 2019 

Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 
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The 2019 Raptor Research Foundation conference will be hosted by Rocky Mountain Raptor 
Program and EDM International in Fort Collins, Colorado.  Nestled at the Rocky Mountain foothills, 
Fort Collins is home to Colorado State University.  The city is near beautiful natural areas, wildlife 
viewing areas, and is a mere hop, skip and a jump to Rocky Mountain National Park.  Colorado is 
known for its love of all things outdoors and Fort Collins is no exception.  From wild spaces to craft 
beer, burgeoning distilleries, great hiking, biking and birding, Fort Collins offers a little something 
for everyone. 
 
The conference will be held at the Hilton Fort Collins conveniently located adjacent to the Colorado 
State University campus and the historic downtown district.  A limited number of discounted 
housing options will be available for students and early career attendees through the Early Career 
Raptor Research Committee.  Presentations on any aspect of raptor biology, ecology, research 
techniques, conservation, and management are invited.  RRF will offer workshops on improving 
research techniques including raptor identification, handling birds, and transmitter harnessing 
with additional topics still in the works.  Fieldtrips will highlight the beauty, diversity and science 
in northern Colorado, including Rocky Mountain National Park, the USFWS Eagle Repository, and 
Pawnee National Grasslands.    
                              
 

 
 

Deadline for submission of symposium proposals:  1 May 
 

Abstract submission:  opens 1 May and closes 30 June 
 

All presentation topics are welcome and include: 

 Species Conservation and Population Status Updates 
 Legislative Changes and Implications to Raptor Conservation 
 Energy Development Successes and Challenges 
 Complications of Urban Development and Raptor Injury 
 Raptor Persecution 
 Lead Poisoning and Secondary Poisoning 
 Existing and Emerging Raptor Diseases and Parasites   
 Sensory Biology and Ecology 
 Advances in Raptor Research Technology 
 Climate Change, Habitat Fracturing, Magnetic North Shift and Raptor Range Changes 
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 Habitat Preservation, Restoration to Support Changing Migration Patterns  
 Raptors in Education 
 Raptor Rehabilitation 
 Citizen Science and Raptor Conservation 

 
Conference information is available and will be updated periodically at: 

http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference 
 

 
To offer ideas or financial support, vendor information, sponsorship opportunities, or for other 
information please contact the RRF 2019 local chair, Carin Avila, Executive Director,   
Rocky Mountain Raptor Program:  Email: carin@rmrp.org; Phone: 970-484-7756. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

2020 Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation  
and the Neotropical Raptor Network 

 
4–8 October 2020 
Boise, Idaho, USA 

Conference Hosts: 

The Peregrine Fund, Boise State University, Intermountain Bird Observatory, Golden Eagle 
Audubon, and USGS Idaho. 

 

Co-Chairs:  

Sarah Schulwitz, Director of the American Kestrel Partnership, The Peregrine Fund  
Schulwitz.Sarah@peregrinefund.org    &   

Rick Watson, President, The Peregrine Fund rwatson@peregrinefund.org 
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News from the RRF 

 
 
 
 

Resolution to Thank the Organizers of the  
2018 RRF South Africa Conference 

 
 
WHEREAS the annual conference is a critical component of the Raptor Research Foundation, Inc., 
and 
 
WHEREAS the organization of the meeting results from the hard work and dedication of many 
enthusiastic volunteers and organizations, and 
 
WHEREAS the conference was graciously co-hosted by the Endangered Wildlife Trust and BirdLife 
South Africa who committed staff and resources to planning the meeting, and 
 
WHEREAS all conference arrangements were facilitated and managed in a most excellent manner 
by africaMASSIVE, and 
 
WHEREAS the Conference Committee of the Raptor Research Foundation provided expertise in the 
planning and execution of contracts, conference calls, and meeting details, and 
 
WHEREAS, the work and dedicated service of Andre Botha and Dan Varland have contributed 
immensely to the success of the conference as one of the Raptor Research Foundation’s most 
successful annual conferences, 
 
THEREFORE be it resolved that the Board of Directors of the Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. 
offers its sincere appreciation and thanks to the organizers for arranging and successfully carrying 
out the 2018 Annual Conference at Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger National Park, South Africa. 
 
Done, this 11th day of November 2018, Kruger National Park, South Africa. 
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2018 RRF Award and Grant Receipients 
Submitted by Sofi Hindmarch, RRF Award Committee Chair; Clint Boal,  

William C. Andersen Award Chair; Jennifer Coulson, Fran and Frederick Hamerstrom 
Award Chair and Tom Cade Award Chair; Jim Harper, James Koplin Award Chair; 
Carole Griffiths, Dean Amadon Grant Chair and Stephen R. Tully Memorial Grant 

Chair; and Jeff Lincer, Leslie Brown Memorial Grant Chair 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce the winners of the 2018 Raptor Research Foundation award and 
grants programs.  The 2019 funding cycle will open for new applications on 1 February 2019. 
 
 
 
Leslie Brown Memorial Grant – The Brown Grant provides financial assistance to promote 
the research and/or the dissemination of information on African birds of prey.  Melissa 
Whitecross won for the project titled Southern Banded Snake Eagle distribution and demographics 
in South Africa. 
 

Stephen R. Tully Memorial Grant – The Tully 
Grant supports research and conservation of raptors 
specifically to students and amateurs with limited 
access to alternative funding.  Jessica Schlarbaum from 
the University of California - Davis, USA won for the 
project titled Prey preferences and provisioning rates of 
American Kestrels in the Central Valley, California, United 
States. 
 

Dean Amadon Grant - The Amadon Grant assists 
researchers working in the area of distribution and 
systematics of raptors.  Andres Schmalfuss won for the 
project titled Juvenile Goshawk movement ecology in the 
Northeastern United States. 

 
  

Melissa Whitecross receiving the 
Brown Grant from Gary Santolo. 
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Student Travel and Presentations 
 
 
William C. Andersen Memorial Award - The Andersen Award is given to both the best 
student oral and poster presentation at the annual RRF meeting. 
 
 
Carina Nebel from the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, South Africa, won for the paper 
presentation titled Experimental Test of Reaction Times of Pigeons Towards an Attacking Hawk – a 
Study of the Polymorphic Black Sparrowhawk Under Varying Conditions. 
 
Shivangi Mishra from the University of Lucknow, India won for the poster presentation titled 
Annual and Seasonal Variations in Populations of Endangered Egyptian Vultures (Neophron 
percnopterus) in Administrative Divisions of Uttar Pradesh, India. 
 
 

 
Shivangi Mishra (left) and Carina Nebel (right) receiving the Andersen  
Award from Gary Santolo. 

 
 
 
James R. Koplin Travel Award – The Koplin Award is given to students who are the senior 
author and presenter of a paper or poster to be presented at the RRF meeting.  
 
 
Ariana Dickson from Boise State University won for the project titled Non-target exposure of toxins 
to raptors: anticoagulant rodenticides and Ferruginous Hawks. 
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Ron Efrat from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel won for the project titled Effects of early 
life experience on the behavior of reintroduced Egyptian Vultures. 
 
Anthony Lowney from the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, South Africa won for the 
project titled Sleeping with the enemy: the extreme associations of the African Pygmy Falcon to 
Sociable Weaver colonies. 
 
Haruki Natsukawa from Yokohama National University, Japan won for the project titled Breeding-
state determinants of the endangered Mountain Hawk-eagle revealed by a dynamic multi-state 
occupancy model. 
 
Vincent Slabe from West Virginia University, USA won for the project titled Continental-Scale 
Patterns of Lead Exposure of Facultative Avian Scavengers. 
 
Ivan Starikov from the University of Heidelberg, Germany won for the project titled Phylogenetic 
analysis of Elaninae Kites based on nucleotide sequences of mitochondrial and nuclear DNA. 
 
Ryan Steiner from the University of Minnesota, USA won for the project titled Linking local and 
regional weather variables to migration phenology in North American raptors. 
 

 
      2018 James R. Koplin Travel Award Winners. 

 
Achievement Awards 
 
 
Tom Cade Award – The Cade Award recognizes an individual who has made significant 
advances in the area of captive propagation and reintroduction of raptors.   
 
Richard T. Watson, The Peregrine Fund, USA 
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Fran and Frederick Hamerstrom Award – The Hamerstrom Award recognizes an 
individual who has contributed significantly to the understanding of raptor ecology and natural 
history. 
 
Ian Newton, Natural Environment Research Council, United Kingdom 
 
Erikki Korpimäki, University of Turku, Finland 
 
 
 
Service Awards 
 
President’s Award - This award is given in recognition and appreciation of exceptional service 
to the Raptor Research Foundation. 
 
 
James Dwyer, EDM International, Inc., USA 
 
Jennifer Coulson, Orleans Audubon Society, USA 
 
 

 
          Jennifer Coulson (left) and James (JD) Dwyer (right) received the President’s  
                     Award from Libby Mojica (far right). 
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Exceptional Service Award - The RRF board created the Exceptional Service Award in 2018 
to recognize RRF members with outstanding work and service to the foundation.   
 
Daniel Varland, Coastal Raptors, USA 
 
 

 
Dan Varland (left) receives the inaugural Exceptional  
Service Award from President Libby Mojica (right). 
 
  

Congratulations to all 
of the winners for  
their outstanding 
achievements !!! 
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Increase in the RRF Awards and Grants Amounts for 2019  

Submitted by Sofi Hindmarch 
 
 
On behalf of the RRF, I’m pleased to announce that the RRF board has made significant increases in 
the award and grant amounts available to applicants. The Amadon, Brown, and Tully budgets were 
doubled. There is also an increase in the number of Koplin Travel Awards from 5 to 6 annually. In 
addition, winners of the Amadon, Brown, Tully, and both Andersen awards will get one free 
publication (waived page charges) in the Journal of Raptor Research. The condition being that the 
award winner must be the primary author and the paper must present on the research the award 
given for.  
 
Summary RRF monetary grants and award benefits beginning in 2019: 
 

 
 
So if you know someone whose outstanding achievements have contributed to our understanding 
of raptor ecology, who has been a long-term advocate for the conservation of raptors or is simply 
deserving of recognition for her/his longstanding contributions and work on raptors please visit 
RRF Grants and Awards for more information. 
 
 
 
  

Title 
No. 

Awardees 
Annually 

Amount per awardee Amount per 
Award 

Dean Amadon 1 $2000 + waived page charges $2,000 

Leslie Brown 1 $2500 + waived page charges $2,500 

Stephen Tully 1 $1000 + waived page charges $1,000 

William Andersen 
(poster) 

1 
$100 + 1 yr RRF membership 
+ waived page charges 

$100 

William Andersen 
(paper) 

1 $300 + 1 yr RRF membership 
+ waived page charges 

$300 

James Koplin Travel 1 to 6 
up to $500 + 1 yr RRF 
membership $3,000 
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Update on the Revision of the RRF Bylaws   
Submitted by Clint Boal 

 
 
The Raptor Research Foundation is a nonprofit organization.  Nonprofit organizations operate 
under a legally binding set of rules called Bylaws which are, in a practical sense, an Operations 
Manual for the organization.  Bylaws are drafted by the founders or directors of the entity under 
the authority of the entity’s Charter or Articles of Incorporation, and are updated as necessary. 
 
It is a standard practice that Bylaws are reviewed by the Board of Directors of an organization on a 
regular basis.  To be relevant, Bylaws should be amended to accurately reflect changes in how the 
organization operates.  Many organizations change over time and it is critical for the Board to 
review and amend Bylaws on a regular basis so that they (1) remain an effective tool of governance 
for the organization, and (2) are in compliance with current law.  Further, the Internal Revenue 
Service requires nonprofits to report substantial changes to its methods of operation as soon as 
practicable; minor changes must be reported at the next annual filing. 
 
The Raptor Research Foundation Bylaws have not been reviewed or updated since 1993.  The 
review of Bylaws is a 3-step process for RRF.  First, the Bylaws Committee reviews and revises the 
Bylaws to bring them up to date to ensure legal compliance.  Second, the recommended revision is 
submitted to the Board of Directors for review, revision, and approval.  Third, the revised Bylaws 
must be approved by the Voting Membership.  
 
The Bylaws committee has completed Step 1, and the Board of Directors completed Step 2 at the 
2018 Annual Meeting.  We are now planning for Step 3 whereby the RRF Membership will review 
the bylaws and vote for approval, or rejection.  The Bylaws vote will be concurrent with the 
elections in summer 2019. 
 
The original bylaws are available on the RRF website (https://raptorresearchfoundation.org), 
and the revised version will also be made available on the website for download and review by the 
membership. A vote will be initiated for all current members in good standing through the OSNA 
Member Portal.  
 
During Steps 1 and 2 outlined above, there were minor edits and substantive changes made by the 
Committee and Directors to improve consistency and clarity throughout the Bylaws.  
 
 
An overview of substantive changes are as follows: 
 
Article II.  Membership 

 Changes in membership categories. 
 Clarification regarding the new code of conduct and causes for termination. 
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 Clarification of passages several sections. 
 

Article III.  Directors 
 Clarification in verbiage throughout. 
 Change to North American director positions to include Mexico. 
 Change to Southern Hemisphere director position to no longer include Mexico. 
 Updated information regarding terms of service and schedule for director positions. 
 Revised and clarified guidance for Directors Meetings, Voting, etc. This was largely 

due to reflect an increasing use of electronic means for conducting RRF business. 
 

Article IV.  Officers 
 Clarifications regarding Officers duties and terms of service. 
 Clarification regarding the conduct of a third-party financial review of RRF following 

any change in Treasurer. 
 
Article V.  Regular membership meetings 

 Revision of verbiage for clarity and consistency with how meetings are conducted 
and voting by membership is conducted. 

 
Article VI.  Publications 

 Minor changes for clarification 
 Substantial reduction in verbiage regarding resolutions for conciseness and clarity. 

 
All other Articles. 

 minor editing 
 
The Raptor Research Foundation Bylaws Committee members are Clint Boal (chair), Rob 
Bierregaard, Jennifer Coulson, Joel (Jeep) Pagel, and Brian Washburn. The committee is especially 
appreciative of Mike Kochert, former Bylaws Committee Chair who initiated much of this revision. 
 
 
 
 

Raptor News 
 
 

The Peregrine Fund 
Submitted by Erin Katzner 

 
 
The year 2020 is just around the corner and The Peregrine Fund is excited to welcome you 
to Boise for the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation and the 
quadrennial meeting of the Neotropical Raptor Network! 
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The Peregrine Fund will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 
2020 and we are already working to make RRF 2020 a memorable 
celebration of raptor science and conservation worldwide.  Mark 
your calendar today, because you won’t want to miss this party! 
 
The conference will be held 4–8 October 2020 in Boise, Idaho, USA. 
Conference hosts include The Peregrine Fund, Boise State 
University, Intermountain Bird Observatory, Golden Eagle 
Audubon, and USGS Idaho.   Conference co-chairs are Dr. Sarah 
Schulwitz, Director of the American Kestrel Partnership, and  
Dr. Rick Watson, President and CEO of The Peregrine Fund.   

       For any questions please contact Sarah at  
       Schulwitz.Sarah@peregrinefund.org    

 
 
THE PEREGRINE FUND SUFFERED AN IMMENSE LOSS, WHEN OUR FOUNDING CHAIRMAN, DR. 
TOM CADE, PASSED AWAY AT AGE 91  
 
We want to thank all of you who sent your condolences, 
memories, and photos of Tom.  He made an incredible impact on 
so many people, and it was heart-warming to read about the 
remarkable legacy he left behind.  If you have a story or 
photograph that you would like to share with us, please send 
them to tpf@peregrinefund.org. 
 
One of our staff members, Dr. Munir Virani, captured all of our 
feelings on the day Tom passed, “Rest in peace Tom, the hill is 
bereft for now, the snowflakes falling gently on the sage grass.   
A deafening silence blankets the treasure valley ...except for the 
choir of every peregrine falcon whispering your name!  Thank 
you my friend for changing this world.” 
 
 
PUERTO RICAN SHARP-SHINNED HAWK FIELD WORK HAS BEGUN FOR THE 2019 BREEDING 
SEASON 
 
Our field team is assembled in Puerto Rico and ready for another season. Last year we were able to 
hand-raise 6 birds and monitor 2 wild-reared birds which increased the total population by 40%!  
During the months of January and February our work entails searching for Sharp-shinned Hawks 
engaged in aerial courtship displays above the forest canopy; an event that commonly begins at 
first light and is completed within just a few hours.  For this species, an individual hawk may only 
display for 3-5 minutes a day, meaning we must be actively scanning the skies each morning at the 
break of dawn to catch one hopeful glimpse.  By identifying the location of these courtship displays, 
we can determine where individual hawks are actively defending a territory. 
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The forests have changed substantially since the team was last on the ground in October.  
Welcomed changes include the immense growth of new foliage on surviving trees, as well as new 
trees sprouting from the forest floor.  Young trees that could easily be stepped over in 2018, now 
tower  many feet overhead.  Though it is still early, the team has noticed more small birds 
vocalizing in the forests. Forest structure has changed greatly, with open canopies and access to 
sunlight, many grasses and shrubs have quickly filled the available space. 

   
Our biologists are busy checking last year’s territories, 
scouting new vantage points, and re-cutting old access 
trails.  As of last Thursday, they located their first Sharp-
shinned Hawk nest of the season, currently being built by 
the male from last season’s second clutch of chicks!  This 
male does not currently have an identified mate for the 
season; the female from last year is present, though she has 
not been observed spending much time with any particular 
mate.   
 
 

 
THE NEWS GROUP, THE STAR, KENYA, RECENTLY PICKED UP AN IMPORTANT STORY ABOUT 
THE POISONING OF 20 VULTURES NEAR THE MASAI MARA 
 
We are saddened by the loss of the vultures, but 
encouraged that more did not perish at this poisoning 
scene, thanks to the quick actions of our biologist, Eric 
Ole Reson, and a number of collaborators who responded 
to the scene.  Once on the scene, the well-trained team 
quickly took forensic samples and decontaminated the 
area surrounding the poisoning.  Over the past several 
years, in collaboration with our partners, we have 
completed in-depth research, created awareness, 
identified poisoning hotspots, and trained local 
community champions to respond rapidly and 
decontaminate poisoned carcasses.  Prior to these efforts, 
a poisoning like this could have killed hundreds of vultures.  
 
Thank you to all of our partners in this effort, including Kenya Wildlife Service,  Kenya Bird of Prey 
Trust, Nature Kenya, Mara Predators Conservation Program, rangers from Olare Motorogi 
conservancy, Pardamat conservancy, and Naboisho conservancies, BirdLife International, and Mara 
Raptor Project.  Thank you also to our funders including, Fondation Segre, the BAND Foundation, 
the Whitley Fund for Nature, the Narok County Government, Endangered Wildlife Trust, and Kenya 
Wildlife Service. 
 
Read the article in The Star, Kenya: https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2019/02/06/20-
endangered-vultures-die-of-poisoning-at-maasai-mara_c1890363  
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MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE FOR OWLS 

Submitted by Karla Bloem 
 
 
Owls are a fascinating topic for many people, and the International Festival of Owls is recognizing 2 
individuals who have made a difference for owls in their respective regions and around the world. 
 
Dr. Paula Enriquez of Chiapas, Mexico, and Dr. Richard Raid of the University of Florida are 
receiving awards from the World Owl Hall of Fame in March for their work making the world a 
better place for owls. 
 
Enriquez is being recognized for her 25 years of owl research and collaboration in Central and 
South America. Her work has earned her the prestigious Champion of Owls Award at the 
International Festival of Owls in Houston, Minnesota March 1-3.  Working predominantly in Mexico 
but also in Costa Rica and now Colombia, Enriquez has studied no fewer than 15 species of owls 
and has worked to engage others in the cooperative study of owls.  She organized the first and 
second symposia on Neotropical owls held in Peru and Costa Rica, and started an online working 

group for researchers, students, and the 
general public to share information. 
 
Enriquez’s research has focused primarily 
on ecology and conservation, but she also 
recognizes the importance of reaching out 
to and engaging with the general public.  
Her studies of the Bearded Screech-Owl 
resulted in the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature reclassifying it from 
merely Near Threatened to the more 
precarious Vulnerable status, which 
provides the species with more protection.  
She has published 40 scientific papers on 
owls, 22 book chapters, 42 outreach papers, 
and has done at least 38 presentations to 
reach both scientific and general audiences. 

 
Without a doubt Enriquez is the leading expert on owls in Mexico. Perhaps her best known 
accomplishment is editing a major book published in both Spanish and English: Los búhos 
neotropicales: diversidad y conservación in 2015 and reprinted in English in 2017 as “Neotropical 
Owls: Diversity and Conservation.”  This 670-page tome addresses systematics, diversity, research, 
threatened species, and conservation strategies in each country. It was an enormous undertaking 
that involved working closely with other owl authorities.  Enriquez and her colleagues are now 
developing a guide book to Colombian owls. 
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The other award recipient, Dr. Richard Raid, has helped make the ecosystems around the Florida 
Everglades healthier, with help from local students and farmers.  Raid primarily works as a plant 
pathologist at the University of Florida, but his passion is the Barn Owl Project.  This project has 
earned him a Special Achievement Award from the World Owl Hall of Fame. 
 
The idea of using barn owls as biological pest control in the Everglades Agricultural Area came 
from a high school science fair project in 1994, and has now involved thousands of students from 
elementary school through college in building owl nest boxes and dissecting owl pellets.  Two 
college students have even completed their Master’s degrees through the Barn Owl Project. 
Raid also engages farmers in the project, and as a result sugarcane companies sometimes pay for 
the construction materials for nest boxes.  Farmers near the Everglades are saving millions of 
dollars in crop damage from rodents every year, thanks to barn owls.  While the project started 
with only a few dozen pairs of owls, there are now more than 400 pairs, and a staggering 80% of 
nest boxes are occupied.  
Besides increasing the 
population of owls in that 
area, it also has greatly 
reduced the use of 
rodenticides, which helps 
owls and many other 
predators.  Faced with 
invasive Africanized honey 
bees invading the owl nest 
boxes, Raid has also 
developed effective methods 
to get the bees out of the 
boxes and into hives where 
they can be captured.  This 
technique helps more than 
just owls, since these bees 
also attack humans. 
 
Raid participated in the first international conference that focused on using Barn Owls as pest 
control and is currently helping to write a field manual on the subject. His passion will likely 
continue to make a significant positive impact on owls, farmers, students and the environment for 
years to come. 
 
The World Owl Hall of Fame is sponsored by the International Owl Center, Global Owl Project, and 
Bob Kierlin and Mary Burrichter. More information can be found at www.festivalofowls.com. 
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International Centre for Birds of Prey 

Newent, Gloucestershire, UK 
Submitted by Jemima Parry-Jones 

 
 

 We are in 2019 already - this last year (2018), was exciting 
and interesting.  In June, we were asked to rush up to 
Heathrow as someone had been caught illegally importing 
19 live raptor eggs.  They had been confiscated and HM 
Customs needed to move quickly as two of them hatched as 
they had them in their custody.  The rest of the eggs 
obviously needed to be in the right temperature and 
humidity to survive.  Our Curator, and Operations Manager 
rushed up to Heathrow with portable incubators, warm 
boxes, brooders, Candler, food, medication, fluids and    

  anything else we could think of.  They collected 17 eggs and  
       two chicks and brought them back to ICBP.  

 
All the eggs had to be quarantined, as eggs and then for 
21 days after the last egg had hatched, quarantined as 
chicks.  So that meant we could not foster them with any 
of our birds, although it was probably too late in our 
Northern Hemisphere breeding season to do that 
anyway.  
 
We knew the first two chicks were African Fish Eagles, 
the other three eggs of that size shape and color were 
obviously to the same species.  The nine small eggs, one of 
which was badly cracked and consequently did not 
survive, we thought were probably Black Sparrowhawks 
and we were right.  We knew that three of the eggs were 
vultures but until they hatched, we were not sure of the 
species, however on hatching we identified them quickly 
as Cape Vultures.  The last two eggs we recognized as 
eagle eggs, but they could have been one of three species, 
turned out to be African Hawk Eagles.  Holly did an 
amazing job of hatching 18 of the 19 eggs, and she spent 
a great deal of time up through the nights making sure 
they did hatch.  

Black Sparrowhawks 

Cape Vultures 

African Fish Eagle 
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 Of course this was kept very quiet as they were all 
evidence in a court case and thus sub judice.  The case 
was finally heard in January of this year.  I had to go and 
spend two days waiting around to be an expert witness.  
However in the end the defendant pled guilty and was 
sentenced to 37 months, of which I doubt he will serve it 
all.  He has been doing this around the world since 1984 
and has been caught several times, including in Brazil 
stealing Peregrine eggs, however he escaped the country 
while on bail. 

 
The birds are going to have to stay in the UK, they are not suitable for release and the cost of even 
attempting it would be huge.  So they will stay with us and the plan is to eventually try to get them 
to breed and then over time send back some parent reared young birds in the future.  The only 
slight down side is that we have been trying to reduce the number of birds here so that we can 
empty an enclosure block prior to rebuilding.  17 unexpected birds has meant a change of plans!  
 

 One of the other really exciting happenings was 
the first ever release of Oriental White-rumped 
Vultures in Nepal. Nepal has led the way with 
Vulture Safe Zones (VSZ’s).  I think mainly 
because it is a small country and the government 
there is committed to the vulture conservation 
needed.  Almost all of the southern lowlands are 
now a VSZ and the vultures in the wild are stable 
and we believe slowly increasing.   This means 
that the breeding programme can be slowly 
wound down. In 2017, we released some of the 
vultures that had been taken as chicks from the 
wild at the outset of the conservation breeding 

programme.  They were birds that either we had 
more of in terms of their sex, and so the ratio of 

male to female was unbalanced, or birds that had shown no inclination to breed in captivity.  They 
were moved to the release site which is a good way off from the breeding site, and this we feel is 
important as releasing too near to the release site can cause problems.  This is built on the site of 
one of the vulture restaurants which attracts up to 90 birds on a regular basis.  Some of those 
released birds are already showing signs of pairing up with wild birds. 
 
Late this last year we released more of the vultures that had originally come from the wild plus our 
first conservation bred birds.  We released them in the same place, and all the birds released so far 
have been wearing satellite telemetry as have some of the wild birds. 
 

African Hawk Eagles 



Wingspan 28(1)                                                                                            March 2019 
 
 

- 28 - 
 

It was particularly exciting to be there and watch the door 
being slowly opened and the vultures walk out and join 
the wild birds.  Half stayed out for the night and half 
returned to the enclosure which I find very comfortable 
because it means they are settled, and they release well.  
Once they are out and have flown up into the neighbouring 
trees, they do not return to inside the enclosure unless 
food is placed inside.  But many of the vultures both wild 
and released happily sit on the top of the enclosure. 
 
We are not at the same stage of releases in India because 
being such a huge country the environment is not as safe 
for the vultures as it is in Nepal.  The breeding is much 
better, but releases are a little way off as yet. 
 
Here at home, it’s been an incredibly dry start to the year, 
so much so that I have been mowing the grass in January – ridiculous!  Daffodils are half up and 
several plants that should not flower until April or May have flowers now.  Some of the birds are 
already on eggs, so the incubators are up and running. 
 
Thank God we don’t have to rebuild the Café this year, but are instead making changes to the shop 
and entrance.  Time flies by and in just over two weeks we will be open to the public again after the 
winter break of two months. 

 
We ended up with 65 injured wild birds of prey 
brought in during 2018 and two have arrived 
already for 2019, both of which have already been 
released back.  Most of the birds brought in are 
common buzzards who are now doing exceptionally 
well in the wild.  As indeed are Red Kites and we 
now have 25% of the world’s population in the UK, 
which makes them very important. 
 
We are all looking forward to spring and longer 
lighter days, and I am hoping that our Hobby’s will 
get it right this year and breed, although I can’t 
complain as a friend gave me a beautiful little male 
merlin who is charming to fly. 
 
 

  



Wingspan 28(1)                                                                                            March 2019 
 
 

- 29 - 
 

  
 

American Eagle Foundation Grants for 2020 
Submitted by Jody Millar 

 
 
American Eagle Foundation Grants for 2020 

The American Eagle Foundation is proud to announce that starting July 1, 2019, we will again be 
accepting proposals for our Bald Eagle Grants program.  This will be the 8th year AEF has funded 
efforts by scientists, agency personnel, and non-profit organizations to further our understanding 
and conservation of the Bald Eagle.  To date, AEF has awarded over $700,000 in grants to help 
insure the continued recovery of the Bald Eagle.  AEF recommends interested parties submit pre-
proposals so that we may provide guidance in relation to our grants, and gain awareness of the 
variety of projects to be submitted. 

The American Eagle Foundation uses a Bald Eagle Grant Advisory Team to numerically rank all 
grant applications.  This team consists of some of the Nation's outstanding eagle experts.  The Bald 
Eagle Grant Advisory Team has determined that three critical areas will be given priority.  Project 
proposals directed in these areas will be assigned additional ranking points in the Application 
Rating Form, ranging from 0 – 5, with five additional points attributed to projects that fully meet 
the expectations of the priority areas.  The three priority areas are as follows: 

1.      Conservation of Bald Eagle habitat is crucial for the continued survival of the species.  Projects 
in this area would identify important Bald Eagle habitats, identify land ownership, determine 
alternative pathways to protection, and/or initiate habitat protection and/or enhancement. 

2.       Reduction of use and bioavailability of lead shot is crucial to avoiding mortality of Bald Eagles 
and other wildlife.  Projects in this area may identify hot spots, instruct the public, and/or provide 
incentives to reduce lead shot in the environment. 

3.      Energy exploration and development may proceed at times despite adverse consequences to 
Bald Eagles and other wildlife.  Projects in this area might include research and management to aid 
the avoidance of adverse eagle interactions with wind power, oil and gas exploration, power lines, 
and other areas of energy development. 

The American Eagle Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to 
protect and preserve the United States’ living symbol of freedom, the Bald Eagle, and other birds of 
prey.  AEF is celebrating its 33rd year of carrying out its mission through Preservation, 
Repopulation, Education, and Rehabilitation. It is headquartered in the foothills of the Great Smoky 
Mountains at Dollywood Family Theme Park in Pigeon Forge, TN. 
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The American Eagle Foundation accepts applications during July 1 – September 1 for 1-year grants, 
beginning at the start of the next calendar year.  The total grant allocation for 2020 projects is 
projected to be $100,000 with individual grants varying from $5,000 to $20,000.   
    
If you are interested in applying for AEF Bald Eagle Grants, contact grant coordinator Jody Millar 
at eaglegrants@gmail.com to access required forms. 

 
International Eagle Grants for 2020 

The American Eagle Foundation is proud to announce that starting July 1, 2019, we will be 
accepting proposals for International Eagle Grants.  This is the 2nd year that the American Eagle 
Foundation will sponsor eagle conservation work from applicants world-wide.  This AEF program 
will target research and conservation for eagle species in developing and underserved areas.  
Award decisions will be based on a combination of quality of the proposal and the proposed 
project, the conservation status of the species, the urgency of the need for the project, and the 
qualifications of the applicants.  Up to $10,000 in grants will be available with grant requests of 
$500 to $5,000 considered.   

The AEF International Eagle Grants Program will be discharged in a manner similar to our Bald 
Eagle Grants program.  For more information on this program, see our website at 
https://www.eagles.org/what-we-do/conserve-protect/bald-eagle-grants/.  To date, the 
American Eagle Foundation has awarded over $700,000 in grants to help to further our 
understanding and conservation of the Bald Eagle.  Grants were first awarded in 2012, with about 
$100,000 awarded yearly (no awards were granted for 2013).   
 
The American Eagle Foundation International Eagle Program will accept applications from July 1, 
2019 to September 1, 2019 for grants that begin in the next calendar year.    
 
If you are interested in applying for an AEF International Eagle Grant, contact grant coordinator 
Jody Millar at eaglegrants@gmail.com to access required forms. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BRIEF NEWS ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
For Sale 
 
RRF Publications, Pins, and Decals – Hard copies of The Journal of Raptor Research (Vol. 1-30), 
most Raptor Research Reports, and RRF pins and decals may be purchased directly from RRF (Jessi 
Brown, RRF Treasurer; email: treasurer@raptorresearchfoundation.org).  See 
https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/journal-of-raptor-research/back-
issues/  for details and prices.  Orders for 4 or more issues receive a 30% discount.  Hard copies of 
The Journal of Raptor Research (Vol. 50+) may be purchased from Ornithological Societies of North 
America (1400 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL  60546, USA; 1-312-883-4670 (phone); 
osnamembers@gmail.com  (email);  http://www.osnabirds.org  (web).  All issues from Vol. 1-
39 are available on SORA (https://sora.unm.edu/) for free download. 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
American Eagle Foundation Grants Awarded for 2019 
 
The American Eagle Foundation is proud to announce the two recipients of its first International 
Eagle Grants.  Adam Wentworth of SAIAK (Association for the Protection of Basque Raptors), Foix, 
France, was awarded $2,500 for his project to monitor and conserve Golden Eagles in Ethiopia at 
Bale National Park.  Evgeny Bragin of Naurzum National Nature Reserve and Kostanay State 
Pedagogical University, Kazakhstan, and J. Andrew DeWoody, Purdue University were awarded 
$5,600 to continue their work on conservation monitoring of endangered Steppe Eagles of 
Kazakhstan through examination of genetic infrastructure.  The grants were developed in 
recognition of the Raptor Research Foundation Conference held in Skukuza, Kruger National Park, 
South Africa in November 2018.  The awards were directed at research and conservation for eagle 
species in developing, underserved areas.  The American Eagle Foundation has agreed to again 
support these awards for 2020.  Please contact Jody Millar, AEF Eagle Grants Coordinator, for more 
information and application materials at eaglegrants@gmail.com. 
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Raptor Workshop: Accredited through University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point 

Attend this 5-day introductory level field course designed to instruct students in a full-range of the 
latest field techniques used in the study of raptors. "Introduction to Raptor Field Techniques" will 
be held in Stevens Point, WI by Eugene Jacobs of the Linwood Springs Research Station.  Summer 
Session: 10-14 June 2019.  Fall Session: 7-11 October 2019.  Receive first-hand experience working 
with: live raptors, capturing, handling, banding techniques, broadcast call surveys, tree climbing, 
rappelling, blood sampling, and more.  Cost is $525 and space is limited, so register early.  For more 
information visit http://raptorservices.rezgo.com. 
 
 
 
Drone Technology & Field Techniques: a Workshop for Biologists 
 
April 9-12, 2019 - Hastings Natural History Reservation, Carmel Valley, Monterey County, 
California, USA 
  
This workshop is designed to provide an overview of unmanned aerial systems (UAS) technology, 
regulations and image analysis in support of drone applications.  It is targeted towards participants 
with little to no experience in UAS technology who are interested exploring practical applications of 
UAS for biology.  Participants will gain practice conducting flight operations and using geospatial 
technologies for monitoring and mapping natural resources. 
 
An optional Mentored Research Project takes place at the end of the workshop and will allow 
participants to practice what they’ve learned through a project designed by David Bird, 
Ornithologist and Editor of The Journal of UAS. Registration (prior to March 9): $475 (member 
rate), $525 (non-member rate).  All meals are included. 
  
Instructors: Sean Hogan, Andy Lyons, David Bird, Steve Goldman, Stephen Earsom, Kelly Easterday, 
Jacob Flannagan 
  
Please register here: https://www.wildlifeprofessional.org/western/drone2019_reg.php.   
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Raptor Management and Techniques Manual Available On-line! 
 
The 2nd Edition of the Raptor Management and Techniques Manual – Edited by David Bird and Keith 
Bildstein – is available for download (as a PDF) on the Raptor Research Foundation’s website 
 
https://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/techniques-manual 
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